Musical Diplomacy

The Show Goes On at Hungarian Embassy Series Concert

| BY KAELEIGH FORSYTH |

o even o porwerio] DC Bizzand
coutld prevent the musical evenn
ot the Hungarian Embassy from
procecding i planned on Jamu-
ary M “Adver all.” explained
the Embasy’s webiite the Jday
of the performance, “we are 2 can do country!”
Baxe the best laid plans often go awry, and the
electriciny unexpectadly went out within che firss
Tnalf hour. ry

VWihae ernsucd, ar the :fcli|.:1ll ol thase whoo attend-
e, was a Iu-.:l.ll:iﬁl][}' romantie candlelie Ty
for an intimare performance by worlilslas pine
nist Aclam Gy, followed by a pourmet meal
by chef Wickor Merenyd, Guesr Mary Ann
Estesom sald, =1 felr as if we weee siecing in oo Bueo
pean salom of the 19th cenmiry listeming 1o mae
wveloas mansic,”

This event was the first of the 2001 Embassy Ses
ries, hosted by the Embassy of Hungary in ol
eleation of the countey taking the sear of the
rotating siemonth EU presidency. Also worth
celebrasing was ehe :'|1'!ihl1 of mew Hungarian Am-
bassador Gydingy Szapiry.

The quality of cuisine and entertainment at these
events are never for want; at this one in partioular
ihie over 200 pueses enjoyed the music of compos-
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From Bedt to right: Founder and President of
Embassy Series, Jerome Barry sining nexe o the
new Hungarian Amlassador Gyongy Szapary.
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er Peremc Lisz and dinecd on ovenduked chicken
rall winly potoco ragossr and sage jus,

The Embassy Series works o facilicane a culraeal
exchange among diplomats via the ars=an of
ten overlooked menve. Founder and President
Jerome Barry explains why the program is both
successfull and necessary:

“With ehe steife, mibsemesr and milscommunica-
gion thae is eife in this age of media suoradon,
one force remains that binds us together inoa
eotally nonconfrontational way: che Arts, Music
gruly is the universal lnngioge and stimulates us
emotionally s0 we bemer understand our human
condition.”

Explains Barry, “The bedrock of diplomacy s
seeking o umlerstand what others think, feel
and need and uniting people through Musical
Diplomacy & the Embasy Series hallmark. It
reaches into the crevices and innermiost pars of
o preychie anad pues us in towds with our human-
iy and thar of orhers.”

The next performance in the seeies b penciled
i for March 4th at the Museum of the Emyprian
Embassy, In light of recent events, it may prove
interesting to follow whetlier mussical diplomey
will rranscend polivies ar home in Cairo. r
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A standing ovation for world<lass pianiss Adam
Lﬁﬁr?'. All photos by Mosris SimonyThe Simon
;

Fiem tor the Emlasy Serics.



